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Salt Lake Film Society Submits Initial Concept Drawings for Tower Theatre Renovation 
Preliminary designs mark first step in long planning process for the Tower’s next 100 years 

SALT LAKE CITY (Nov. 6, 2025) — Salt Lake Film Society (SLFS) announced today that it has 
submitted initial concept drawings for the Tower Theatre renovation project to Salt Lake City 
Building Services for required planning review. This submission marks an exciting but very early 
step in a long process to restore and reimagine the beloved historic movie house. 

The drawings, created by the Tower’s architectural and design team, are preliminary concepts 
only and will continue to evolve through additional community input, professional review, and 
environmental design considerations. 

“We are thrilled to be moving the Tower Theatre: Next 100 Years project into its first official 
planning stage,” said Tori A. Baker, President/CEO of SLFS. “The drawings submitted are an early 
phase of the journey. They are not final designs, but rather the beginning of a conversation 
about how we preserve and prepare the Tower for generations to come.” 

SLFS emphasized that the Tower project remains rooted in preservation, sustainability, and 
community engagement. The organization has already begun outreach to neighborhood groups, 
local business owners, and patrons to ensure the Tower continues to reflect the community’s 
values and vision. In addition, SLFS has secured a significant lead gift in support of its 
commitment to energy efficiency and sustainable building practices. To build on this 
momentum, the organization anticipates launching a capital fundraising effort to fund essential 
systems and structural renovations and upgrades. This effort will invite philanthropic leaders, 
local philanthropists, and community members alike to join in helping bring the Tower Theatre 
back to life. 

The project has also drawn recognition from national cinema leadership. “Tori is a true 
champion of local cinema. Her leadership, passion, and tireless dedication to movies on the big 
screen is evident in everything she does with the Salt Lake Film Society,” says Michael O’Leary, 
President and CEO of Cinema United. “Her vision for revitalizing the iconic Tower 
Theatre will not only preserve a unique and treasured community landmark, it will also create 
jobs, boost neighborhood businesses, and reaffirm the vital role of cinema as a catalyst for 
growth and connection in the community.” 

The Tower Theatre, built in 1928 and acquired by SLFS in 2022, requires extensive structural and 
environmental upgrades before it can safely reopen to the public. This planning phase focuses 



on meeting those essential needs while positioning the Tower to serve as an environmentally 
responsible cinematic hub for Utah’s future. 

“We know the Tower holds a special place in people’s hearts,” said Sarah Sinwell, SLFS Board 
Chair. “What you see in this first phase are conceptual drawings to help us begin the necessary 
city approvals process. They will change, they will improve, and they will continue to be shaped 
with care.” 

SLFS will continue to update the community as progress develops and welcomes dialogue as the 
project moves forward. Community members can follow updates 
at https://slfs.org/tower-theatre-update/. 

 

About Salt Lake Film Society (SLFS)​
Founded in 2001, Salt Lake Film Society (SLFS) is an Oscar-nominated federal 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
cinema that screens motion-picture films at the Historic Tower Theatre (established in 1928) 
and the Broadway Centre Cinemas (established in 1989). SLFS has established cultural film 
festivals such as FILMEXICO, MASIMA: Pacific Island Film Festival, and Czech That Film, as well as 
the MAST (Media Accelerator Studio) for animators. Now celebrating 24 years of impactful 
mission work, SLFS serves as an economic anchor in downtown Salt Lake City and the 9th and 
9th neighborhood, continually innovating to create immersive, transformative, and engaging 
cinematic experiences accessible to everyone in the community. SLFS programs unite artists, 
their films, and audiences, allowing them to experience films as they were meant to be 
seen—in a darkened room, on a big screen, in the company of friends, family, and neighbors. 
Supporters can donate at SLFS.org/donate. 
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